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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 EB-08 COME-OO 
TRSE-00 OMB -01 INT-05 OES-07 /041 W 

004018 130727Z/15 

R 130700Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8029 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 1292 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EMIN, TH 

SUBJECT: URANIUM IN THAILAND 

REF: 77 BANGKOK 18156 

1 . DURING MY JANUARY 12 MEETING WITH MINISTER OF INDUSTRY 
KASEM WE TOUCHED ON THE INTEREST OF AMERICAN COMPANIES IN 
OBTAINING CONCESSIONS TO EXPLORE FOR URANIUM IN NORTHEAST 
THAILAND. AS THE DEPARTMENT KNOWS, WYOMING MINERALS (A SUB- 
SIDIARY OF WESTINGHOUSE) AND CRUX INTERNATIONAL, WITH HEAD- 
QUARTERS IN DENVER, HAVE MADE PRELIMINARY SURVEYS AND ARE 
ANXIOUS TO INVESTIGATE FURTHER WHAT APPEAR TO BE HIGHLY 
PROMISING DEPOSITS. WE UNDERSTAND COMPANIES HAVE SUBMITTED 
FORMAL PROPOSALS TO THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY. 

2. KASEM CONFIDED HE HAD BEEN DISCUSSING POSSIBLE CONCESSIONS 
WITH PRIME MINISTER KRIANGSAK. URANIUM IS A DELICATE 
PROBLEM BECAUSE "ANTI-IMPERIALISTS" (CLEARLY A REFERENCE TO 
THE SRV) MIGHT QUICKLY TURN ANY EXPLOITATION OF URANIUM TO 
THEIR OWN PROPAGANDA ENDS. NOETHELESS, THE RTG MIGHT WELL 
CONSIDEER GOING AHEAD WITH THE GRANTING OF CONCESSIONS 

IF THE TERMS WERE RIGHT. THE AMERICAN COMPANIES WANT 
CONCESSIONS FOR HUGE AREAS (THE WHOLE NORTHEAST). THIS 
WAS UNACCEPTABLE TO THE RTG. IF THE AREA OF EXPLORATION 
COULD BE NARROWED, SOMETHING MIGHT BE WORKED OUT. 
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3. WE WILL CONTINUE TO PROBE TO DETERMINE THE STATUS 
OF NEGOTIATIONS. IN THE MEANTIME IT MIGHT BE USEFUL FOR 
THE DEPARTMENT TO DISCUSS THIS MATTER WITH OTHER INTER- 
ESTED USG AGENCIES AND THE COMPANIES CONCERNED. ANY 
QUIDANCE ON HOW WE MIGHT PROCEED TO ASSIST THE COMPANIES 
WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 
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